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PREFACE
As the Oral History and Digital Project Librarian for the 
Berkeley County Library System, headquartered in Moncks 
Corner, S. C., I have been involved in digitally preserving 
Atkins Landing’s history since May of 2014. 

The Atkins Landing Digital Collection will be ready for 
upload, through USC, to the South Carolina Digital Library at 
the end of this month. You will find additional images and 
more information in the online collection than there was space 
for in this book. 

Be sure to Google

“Berkeley County (S.C.) Memories: Atkins Landing” 

to find the link to the website. 
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Butch 
Atkins 

circa 1955 

Garry Atkins 
in his 

Taylor-Tot 
Walker-Stroller 

circa 1955 

003 

H.V., Jr. & Tommy
ATKINS 

circa 1955 
By the time H.V., 
Jr. was ten years 
old, he owned his 

own boat and 
motor 



Virginia "Ma" Carlisle

When Andrew "Pop" Carlisle 
retired, he and his wife settled 
at Atkins Landing. They built a 
platform, pitched a tent on it 
and began building their home 
around it! 

all circa 1957 

004 



Virginia "MiMi" 
and 

Kenny 
KELLEMS 

circa 1958 
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Mary Ott 
standing near 

her parents' tent 
circa 1957 

Ted & 
Kenny 

KELLEMS 
circa 1958 



The Carlisle Home Nearing Completion 
circa 1959 

JI l·t 1

Waiting for the School Bus 

Mary Ott, far left, Cathy Ott, in lounge chair with her 
tabby cat, Sonny Boy, and Virginia "Ma" Carlisle, in lawn 
chair. Cathy Ott and her family lived in this mobile home 
when they moved to the landing. 

circa 1960 
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Flippo was an early adopter of Polaroid instant cameras · 
to promote his business. He took shots of fishermen and 
their catch, gave them a copy and kept a copy. 
In this photo Flippo is holding his Polaroid camera while 
men watch as photos develop. 

circa 1961 
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Pop Carlisle's dog, 
B.B. 

circa 1962 

B.B. was very clever. Pop would tell her to go get his 
newspaper. She would walk to the back door of the 
tackle shop, get the paper from Flippo, and bring it back 
to Pop. 

Mary Carlisle Ott 
circa 1963 
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Gene and Mary Franks 
with her daughter and granddaughters 

circa 1971 

Confederate Flag Flown Proudly 
by Donnie Franks 

1976 
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Donnie Franks 
Dodge Tradesman 

Van 1977 

Becky 
Franks and 

her cat, 
Tom 1978 
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Ken, Jr. & Ken, Sr.
DUBARD

early 1970s



1973 Ford Thunderbird

Pontoon Houseboat
built by 

Stringbean Atkins

late 1970s

Flippo behind the wheel 
of the gold 1931 
Chevrolet. Junior Spell 
and his wife in the 
foreground.

late 1970s

Dawn, 
Inez & 
Cathy

1980s

14 ft wide



Cathy & Jason 
TODD 
with 

Wendy 
1982 

Former Waldorf 
Restaurant 
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Flippo & Kris 
ATKINS 

Ford 3000 
utility tractor 
with scarifier 

1981 



Cathy & Daniel 
DAVIS 

Dawn & Mandi 
WARE 
1984 
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Joe & Brian 
MACBAY 

1984 



Larry Simpson and Flippo Atkins 
circa 1998 
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Keith Henderson, 14, 
of Travelers Rest, 
S.C. with his 40 lb

catfish; John
Gillespie in 

background 
1999 



1970s
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MOULTRIE 

■ BAIT SHED

017 
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Art Wimsatt and his son, Timmy, along with a 
couple of friends started coming to Atkins Landing 
in the early 1990s. 

Timmy said, "We knew Flippo, his wife, and all the 
family members. We came 22 years in a row, usually 
bringing bad weather with us. We fished for bass the 
first fourteen or so years, then began river fishing for 
catfish down by the Naval Weapons Station." 

"My brother, Tony, came with us on the last three 
or four trips and we had an awesome time," Timmy 
recalled. 

"We always missed Flippo when we came after his 
death ... it never felt the same." 
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Bo & Deb 
Botello's home

May 2014

026

A portion of the shutter on 
Scott Lacey's house.

Boat with outboard motor!



















   H.V. Atkins, Sr., entered 
the U.S. Army in 1933. 
One of the places he 
served was the Panama 
Canal Zone where he 
was a Gatling gun 
operator. He was also his 
company's champion 
boxer. 
   He loved serving in 
the Army. In the early 
1940s, he was unable to 
re-enlist, suffering from 
perforated ulcers.

Stringbean and his 
wife, Rosa Lee

ATKINS

circa late 1970s
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   Flippo registered for the  
WWII draft when he was 
living with his brother, 
Stringbean in N. Charleston.   
   He served in the Pacific 
theater, and served four 
years in total. 
   When he left the service, 
he worked nearly seven 
years for his brother-in-law 
at Griner Chevrolet in 
Hollywood, S.C. He then 
worked a short time at Ft. 
Sumter Chevrolet in 
Charleston, before going all 
in at the landing.

















In 1960, a National Historic Landmark, the Battleship 
NORTH CAROLINA Memorial, opened to the public in 
Wilmington, N.C. As a U.S. Navy Veteran of WWII, Flippo 
was excited for his son, Butch to see the authentically 
restored WWII battleship. In 1963, Flippo took Butch and 
some of Butch's friends to visit it. 

On page 51, Dawn is wearing her souvenir t-shirt from 
that visit:) 

In front: Kayla Ware and Callie Atkins ; middle from left: 
Tim Nelson, Daniel Davis, Flippo Atkins; top from left: Kris 
Atkins and Butch Atkins at the U.S.S. Yorktown 

circa 1993
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&  

Steve Naylor 
&

 Gene Ware
 

April 1981
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A'I 'NS LANDING 
M ks Corner. C 

Written on reverse: 
10-20-2022
H.V. Atkins"
Fishing Party

After his stint in the Army, H. V. Atkins, Jr. 

joined the S.C. Highway Patrol. On his 
retirement in 1994, he earned his USCG 
Captain's License and began a guide 
business out of Atkins Landing. The following 
year, he started running the bait shed, as 
well, keeping it stocked with live herring. 

Moncks ·t;o1·ne1·, SC 

843-761-8428

A-TEAM Charters May 20, 2008
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From left: F.T. Larrabee, Harry R. Smith, 
Walter Bryant, and 'Stringbean' Atkins. 

This photo appeared in the Sunday edition of 
the News & Courier, Aug. 10, 1958



packed 
their bags. Although he could not go fishing quite as 
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Richardson enjoyed Santee-Cooper fishing so regularly that he became 
favored company with friends and acquaintances searching out the big game 
below. In 1957, he got into the guide business. 

Signing up two brothers, David and Horace Winningham of Cross, and 
later retired Army Sergeant John Smethers from Washington State, he 
began operating four boats. 

"We leave out about 6:30 in the morning from Atkins Landing, come in for 
lunch and return to fishing waters until about dark," Richardson said. 
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Hours are varied according to fishermen's requests. Richardson 
once guided a stranger, an electric appliance manufacturer, who 
came to the Palmetto State to fish in Santee-Cooper. 

"He liked it so much he kept coming back and I'm sure it had some 
bearing on his locating a factory in our state," Richardson said. 

Another regular is an Atlanta investment firm president who flies 
into Moncks Corner's airport. "We pick up anyone who flies in, even 
at Charleston," he said. 

Scenery on Lake Marion or Moultrie at 6:30 in the morning is 
nature's paradise. The water is usually smooth. The glossy surface 
scatters the light from the rising sun and the chilled air stings the 
face. Eyes are squinted, and everyone looks toward the horizon. 
Perspective on life and the world around you takes on a rare 
sensation. 

Fisherman Jim is an old friend of the scene. But the most 
beautiful sight he recalls is "a school of striped bass about 100 
yards off the bow, breaking the water." 

The happiest scene? 
" ... People pulling them in as fast as they can. When you start 

reeling those babies in you have no worries in the world." he 
chuckled. 

Envy of fishermen and idol to every young fellow for miles around, 
Jim Richardson is also a family man. He and his wife have six 
children; five grandchildren. 

"No, my wife is not a fisherman's widow," he laughed, "she loves 
to fish and she goes with me often." 

"Who catches the most fish? 
"Well. .. you see," he hesitated, then shaped his brow in the 

arch of mischievousness, "she once caught 15 fish while I 
caught only two ... and she never lets me forget it ... but I 
reckon she's just a lucky lady, that's all. .. " Jim Richardson 
is an image of a man enjoying life. He smiles constantly, 
speaks softly but with determination. When talking, he 
frequently squints his eyes and looks to the horizon, as if 
wondering where the bi  bass are schoolin  at the moment. 
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Talbert Wins Twice in Striped Bass Derby 

In the first week of the annual World's Landlocked 
Striped Fishing Derby, Robert Talbert of Moncks 
Corner, fishing in Lake Moultrie, netted a 3-pound, 11-
ounce crappie and a 1-pound, 8-ounce bream to win 
two outboard motors. 

His fishing partner, Bupsie Rudloff, also won an 
outboard motor for his 11 pound, 12 ounce largemouth 
black bass. 

May 26, 1968 













The gold and brown vehicle is actually a composite of parts from 
all over the country. 

"We really had to scrounge for old parts," explains his son. "Our 
main source for special chrome pieces was a newspaper which lists 
dealers with obsolete Like many antique cars, the Atkins' 
automobile feathers a roll-up windshield, running boards, chrome-
plated dome light, original velvety upholstery/mohair interior, and 
a shade over the rear window. 

Following pictures in magazines and depending on their general 
know-how, the twosome refurbished the original body and installed 
a new 8-cylinder engine. 

"Unlike other makes, our Chevrolet has a curved pocket under 
the windshield which draw in air, circling it under the dashboard to 
provide plenty of ventilation," says the younger Atkins. "The metal 
used in cars 40 years ago was twice as thick as materials used 
today. In 1931 our automobile would have cost $650, and already 
we've been offered $7000 for it. But the car's not for sale, we've put 
too much work into it to let it go now." 

newspaper image replaced with color photo of car 

$650 in 1931 is the equivalent of $12,743.93 in 2022. 

CPI
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Jim Richardson, a tugboat  
pilot, retired and came to 

Atkins Landing with his 
family  in 1957. 

His goal? 
To start a guide business. 
He was very successful. 
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David 
Matthews 18.5 

lb rockfish

1965 

Gene Franks,
Joe Miller,
and Robert
Cottingham
netting fish at 
Jeffries 
Hydroelectric 
Plant

1968
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Tommy & Vince
ATKINS

May 26, 1977

Tommy put the bait 
on the hook, but Vince

 did everything else.

18 lb striper

May 26, 1977
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Maitland Hugh "Starkey"

circa 1970

Starkey's daughter, 
Tomarra wading near 
the bait shed. 

"Starkey" came to 
Atkins Landing in 1968. 

He had a hand in 
catching herring for the 

bait shed 
almost every year until 
Atkins closed in 2014. 

He remembers helping 
"Sarge" Robicheaux, a 
Louisiana native, make 

nets in the 
bait shed. 

Tomarra Starkey circa 1977 
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Larry Simpson's 
view of the lake 

from 
Atkins Landing 

1980 

Flippo's  
Mallards 

1978

Shana 
Robinson with 

her mom, Tami 
Atkins, and 
Butch Atkins 
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Pinopolis Navigation Lock 
1980s 

Swimming at the Landing 
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Timmy Wimsatt
caught these

American Bald Eagles
lighting on this tree 

in Lake Moultrie.

1990s

Darrell Stanifer
from

Red Lion, OH

1997
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Art Wimsatt 
and his son, 

Timmy 
came to Atkins 

and spent a 
week

22 years in a 
row! 

1999

Herb & Brandy 
SALLEY 

from Summerville 

62 lb catfish 

August 15, 1997
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Timmy Wimsatt  
from  

Bardstown, KY 
2005 

November 6, 2011
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Ramona Grimsley 

Josh Miller from   
Walla Walla, WA  
caught this cat   
on his first cast. 

2008



May 16, 2014 
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Inez & Butch Atkins  
1948 Olds 98 Convertible (customized)

circa 1954 

Mike Atkins (in doorway) 

Butch, Inez & Garry Atkins 

1951 Henry J (light blue) 
owned by H.V. Atkins 

circa 1955 

Butch & Mike Atkins 
notice “The Lions Beach” sign

circa 1957 
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circa 1955 

Jimmy Flatley 

Ice House 

circa 1959 

Rosa Lee & Carol Atkins 
1964 Datsun Bluebird Sedan 

circa 1966 
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Butch & Flippo Atkins 
with REBEL 

circa 1975 

Dawn,
Cathy,
and 
1965
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Guide Randy Sacora 3rd from left

Glenn Harrelson Party 
Charlotte, NC 

4-6 time  per year

circa 1981 

1970 Oldsmobile 

circa mid-70s 

1970 Plymouth Satellite 

1973 Ford Thunderbird 

1967 Cadillac Fleetwood
circa 1977 
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Dawn & Gene 
Ware 

circa 1980 

Back of  

Tackle Shop 

circa 1980 

Guides 
Marvin Mims 2nd from left 

George Taylor 4th from left 

May 1979 
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Flippo Atkins  
converted his 

1-ton 1968
Chevrolet C-30 
2-door chassis
and cab into a

dump truck. 

circa 1981 

Donnie Franks’ 
stepdaughters: 

from left Tonda, Tabitha, 
(unidentified girl) & Tyra 

Weatherford 

Thanksgiving 1982 
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1972 Cadillac Sedan de Ville 

circa 1983 

Norva Spitzer of
Taylors, S.C. with

his record-breaking 
68.25 pound
blue catfish.

May 1983
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Greg Dupre remembers that he and Butch dug a lot of  
the footings for the cement floor elevation blocks. "We
both had blood blisters shoveling those holes through 
the pine roots!"  
 

Dick Robinson top right,   
fishing guide and brick mason 

circa 1983 
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circa 1983



Flippo hands on hips in his supervisory capacity 

6 rental units were planned for the loft… 

Santee Cooper? Could only be used for storage 
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Dick Robinson did 

the brickwork. 

circa 1983 

Taking a breather! Flippo standing

circa 1983 
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Out with the Old 

circa 1984 
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1984 
The new tackle shop was designed by  

Greg Dupre, Dicky Hill, Tim from Tennessee,  
Bo Botello, Bobby Wilkins, Dick Robinson  

and Butch Atkins. 

Marvin Lee cut most of the wood used to 
build the tackle shop using his old sawmill 
with a round 52”blade. Greg Dupre and   

Fred Browder helped Marvin set up the mill. 
Then, Bo, Dicky, Bobby and Greg went to  

the mill to help cut the timber. 

Tony Chamberlain of Central True Value  
Hardware made new friends and sold a lot  

of . 
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Flippo enjoyed collecting and restoring
“visible measuring pumps.”   

This is a Tokheim 505 Gilmore Visible Gas Pump         
manufactured around 1910.

Gilmore Oil was founded in 1905. 

1984 
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Daniel Davis and Flippo 
circa 1987 

Butch added this deck after building 
construction was complete. 

62 lb catfish caught by 
Tony Talbert and
Dr. Pete Myers at
Atkins Landing 

1996 
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Larry & Karyssa 

SIMPSON 

32 lb catfish 

July 19, 2003 

Mark Cotton  

54 lb catfish  

Moncks Corner  

March 29, 2003 

Stephanie Ward 

60 lb catfish 

July 25, 2003 
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MAY 2014
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Cathy & Dawn 
ATKINS 

(unidentified boy) 

1961 

C a t hy Atkins

1961

1966

"Mack" Atkins
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,

Flippo Atkins (1925-2002)

1995 

&

, 

&
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Mike Talley  
Henderson, NC 
and Ray Carter 

Bluff City, TN

1981 

Mike 
Talley 

Flippo 
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Flippo Atkins  
and Ronnie Kinard 

Feb. 27, 1982 

Kris & Inez 
ATKINS

 circa 1982 
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Flippo, Kris, & Mack 
ATKINS 

Inez & Kris  
ATKINS   

circa 1984 

circa 1984

Steve Naylor, 
Gene Austin, & 
Robert Talbert 

June 8, 1985 
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Jason Todd

1996 

1996
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FL IPPO ATKINS

ci rca 1999 
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Butch Atkins,(1953--2011)

Flippo Atkins,(1925-2002) 
and  

Daniel Davis 
1996 

,
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Mandi 
Ware
2014

 
 

and 
Ron Thrush 
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late 1970s
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Butch Atkins beside Donna Hurley

circa 1956

Jimmy Flatley lived at 
Atkins Landing with 

his family, the Otts. He 
was a lifeguard at 

Lions Beach. Notice 
his hat.

circa 1961
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"Pop" Carlisle
circa 1965

Kaye & David Matthews
largest fish weighs 18.5 lb

circa 1965

left to right: 
Charles Emery,
Myra Rochester [Ellison], 
and J.F. Tarn at Atkins 
Campground

1965
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Lori and Ted Kellems
circa 1973

Greg Metts
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Marvin Mims (far right) with fishing party
circa 1979

7 lb 2 oz   Danny Kelsey 
10/20/1983

Gene & Dawn Ware
circa 1983
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Butch Atkins 

Quinton Payne & 
James Gaskins 
May 18, 1987

Mary Jane Artrip, 
aka Catfish Queen, 
 and her husband, 

Bobby had a place 
at Atkins Landing  
and came often 

 from Falls Mills, Virginia. 
circa 1995
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Tom Hall of 
A-Team Charters

39 lb flathead catfish 

circa 2010

Chase is two 
years old. 

This is the first fish 
he caught.

circa 2004

Michael Wyndham  
holding his catch with 

a vise grip 
August 12, 1992

162



Tom Hall and Doug of A-Team Charter
circa 2010 

163

8-year-old 
"De" McFadyen was all 
smiles with this 13 1/4 lb 

rockfish he caught, 
unaided, while fishing 
with Granddaddy Bob 
out of Atkins Landing.

no date









Notice the dike in  
the background.

circa 1954
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One of Stringbean's Boys



168



169



170



Ron DuBard, Betty Richardson DuBard, Perry Hall 
and others built a ferrocement boat at Atkins 
Landing.

1.Build the foundation.

2. Build the framework.

3. All hands on deck.
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Now for the ride!

unidentified girl, Leonard Richardson, 
Ron DuBard, Jr., and Perry Hall.
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Enid Muckenfuss, Inez Atkins' mother, is seated in The  
Waldorf restaurant. The Waldorf was located to the left  
of the Lions Beach gate on a small plot of land across  
the street from the landing.  
Flippo built the restaurant in 1960-1961. It was run by  
Earl and Ella Houlditch until Earl's death in 1963.  
Business was good in the summer but very slow in the  
winter. The Houlditches had previously operated the  
City Cafe, then a soup and sandwich shop in Moncks  
Corner.  
In the late 1970s Danny Watts operated a heating and  
air conditioning business from this building until the  
game room opened in the early 1980s. Flippo fitted  
out the game room for his daughters, Cathy and  
Dawn to manage. It was open for several years. Other  
businesses, not recalled, were also located in the  
building over the years.                               circa 1961
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Ron DuBard is wearing the football 
jersey and is with a party of returning 

fishermen.

Ron shared this story about Flippo...
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Butch and Lisa Macafee Atkins 
September 1977

175

Buddy Martin  1991



Dawn Atkins Ware and her mother, Inez Atkins

Gwen Muckenfuss Weas-Harvey,
Inez Atkins, Isaiah Antley, and 
Melissa Weas Norvell
July 2014

176



177



178



179









183



Dawn Atkins Ware

a  
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ALL THAT REMAINS

Slick Slicker
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